
To the Editor

Regarding APA’s Involvement in Bush era Torture Interrogations:

I have been a dues-paying member of the American Psychological Association for decades.  
Thus I am angry to have learned from the NYTimes rather than by direct communication from 
APA about certain psychologists’ atrocious involvement in torture interrogations, about the 
Hoffman investigation of psychologists’ involvement, and about the direction the current 
leadership is considering to address the above.  Psychologists are trained to value and promote 
open communication, particularly on serious issues like this one that affects the very credibility 
of the profession.  I would have expected to hear directly from APA first.

I am furious that psychologists appear to have been involved in the torture interrogations under 
the Bush administration.  I am furious the the APA leadership at this time, like so many in 
positions of power, seemingly got carried away with its own power and the pursuit of (DOD) 
money.  According to the Hoffman report, the leadership did not follow the ethical guidelines that 
the rest of us are asked to follow:  When you are facing a problematic ethical situation, you seek 
the counsel of colleagues.  But when you seek the counsel of colleagues, it is important to listen 
and incorporate their input rather than try to silence what you don’t want to hear.

I am also angry about the direction that current leadership is taking on this crisis in our 
profession, as reported in the July 31, 2015 NYTimes.  Psychologists have unique contributions 
to make in military settings, given our study of human behavior.  If we aren’t there to draw the 
line between coercive and non-coercive interrogations, who will do it?  It seems overly 
reactionary to move into “zero involvement”, implying that none of the rest of us are capable of 
maintaining our ethical boundaries either. 

Am I angry enough to leave APA, as many have already done?  That depends on what direction 
the current leadership takes over the next several months, and whether its communications 
become more appropriately forthcoming. 


